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SECRETARY STEPP PRAISES OUR

URBAN CONSERVATION WORK

Guest Article By Department of Natural Resources Secretary Cathy Stepp

A

fter learning more about all the wonderful work being done
in the City of Milwaukee between the River Revitalization
Foundation and the Department of Natural Resources, I
wanted to express my appreciation for the effort everyone has
contributed to this incredible project.

In 2012, the River Revitalization Foundation applied for a matching
grant from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program to help buy 1.97
acres of land in Milwaukee. The proposed grant of $1,323,920 comes
from both the Urban Rivers and Urban Green Space subprograms for
this parcel and a donated parcel of 4.5 acres along the Milwaukee River.
I am excited to see the project provides pedestrian trails, a disabled
accessible trail loop, fishing areas, improved access to a disabledaccessible canoe launch, parking, a boat launch and a connection to
the City of Milwaukee’s downtown Riverwalk and Milwaukee County’s
Beerline Trail and East Bank Trail.
At the DNR, our mission includes providing a healthy, sustainable
environment and a full range of outdoor opportunities and ensuring
the right of all people to use and enjoy these resources. We hope to
help foster a valuable relationship with the state’s beautiful outdoor
areas for all Wisconsinites and visitors, especially in urban areas.

including a rare, native oak savannah,
3.7 miles of trails, 2,700 newly planted
native trees representing
more than 70 species originally
found in this area as well as
native shrubs, grasses and wild flowers, three outdoor learning areas
for children and many “imaginature” stations at the Milwaukee
Rotary Centennial Arboretum.
I would also like to congratulate the foundation for attaining the
additional riverfront property on Riverboat Road.
We at the DNR are proud to have worked with the River Revitalization
Foundation, the Urban Ecology Center, Rotary Club of Milwaukee, the
Milwaukee Urban Rivers Foundation, the County and the City to develop
“the gateway to the Milwaukee Greenway” on remediated land.
I am excited to go fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing,
boating or just out to enjoy the outdoors in this stunning area.
This is another impressive example of how we can work together to
restore our resources to become enjoyable, accessible and educational.
Be sure to visit this area with your friends and family, whether it is for
the first time or the hundredth. I’m sure you’ll have a great time!

The area provides a wealth of opportunities and places to explore,

Shoreline restoration at the Riverboat Road site is underway and should be completed by Thanksgiving. Funded by Sustain Our Great Lakes/National Fish & Wildlife
Foundation, this project is transforming a debris-laden shoreline into a vibrant, biodiverse and welcoming area — come on down for a tour!

TALKING GREENWAYS

NATIONALLY

In September, Kimberly Gleffe and Aaron Zeleske
of RRF, attended the National Land Trust Alliance
Rally in Providence, Rhode Island. This annual
conference brings together people working for
conservation from across the world. Kimberly
and Aaron were featured on a panel presentation
about urban greenways. The presentation was
very well attended and received with many
people interested in how to protect their own
urban greenspaces. Learn more about rally and
the conference here: www.lta.org.

RRF CELEBRATES

20 YEARS

A celebratory evening
enjoyed by all.
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RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM The River Revitalization Foundation was
created to establish a parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the Milwaukee, Menomonee
and Kinnickinnic Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality. Thank you!

YES! I’D LIKE
TO SUPPORT

Name

RRF TODAY!

Company

Enclosed is my/our gift of $ __________________ ● $ 25
Checks should be made out to River Revitalization Foundation.

Please charge my credit card. ● Visa ● Master Card

Address

● $ 50
● $100

Account number __________________________ ● $250
● $500
Expiration date___________________________
● $1,000
Signature_______________________________ ● $ Other

City
Phone

State

Zip

Fax

Email
Please remit to: River Revitalization Foundation, 2134 N. Riverboat Rd., Milwaukee, WI 53212
Give securely online at www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org – click on the “DONATE” tab.
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BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

MAKE MIRACLES

HAPPEN!

Miracle on Canal Street is Potawatomi Hotel &
Casino’s signature community program that
raises funds for children’s charities – and River
Revitalization Foundation is in the running to be
a beneficiary! RRF submitted a proposal for
support of our Earn & Learn summer crew and
the associated environmental education
programs we offer for these youth.

IT WASN’T A MIRACLE THAT
THE BOATS STAYED AFLOAT –
EARN & LEARN CREW GOT
THE JOB DONE.

KIWANIS CLUB OF MILWAUKEE

Robo Brumder
Ron Clayton
TJ Estabrook
Jim Pittelkow
Frank Thometz
ROTARY CLUB OF MILWAUKEE

Margaret Crawford
Don Daugherty
Chris Jaekels
Sarah Kimball
Jack Lewis
MEMBERS AT LARGE

Gary Buerstatte
Derek Clayton
Brian Dettmering, CPA
Bob Karnauskas
Ghassan Korban
Ray Krueger
Jane LeCapitaine
Steve Mech
Kevin Shafer, P.E., President

Miracle has raised more than $13.6 million for
hundreds of area children’s charities. The program
began as a way to carry on the Potawatomi
tradition of nurturing younger generations so
they grow to lead healthy, productive lives.
Half of each $3 Miracle Bingo game purchased
goes to the Miracle fund, which totaled more
than $1 million last year! Give the gift of a
promising future by playing the Miracle Bingo
game now through December 11. Visit
paysbig.com/miracle to learn more.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Kimberly A. Gleffe
PROJECT MANAGER

Vince Bushell
LAND MANAGER

Tanya Bueter
GREENWAY DIRECTOR

Aaron Zeleske
FIELD SUPERVISOR

Ellie Kirkwood
FIELD ASSISTANT

Marcell McCoy
RIVER CURRENTS EDITOR

Kimberly A. Gleffe
CONTACT US

Earn & Learn and All Hands
Boatworks team up to build two
Bevin’s skiffs. Funded in part by
the Helen Bader Foundation,
Potawatomi Foundation, and We
Energies Foundation. Thank you!

River Revitalization Foundation
2134 N. Riverboat Road
Milwaukee, WI 53212
414-271-8000
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org
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RIVER REVITALIZATION FOUNDATION RECIPIENT OF KEEP
GREATER MILWAUKEE BEAUTIFUL IDEAL AWARD FOR DIVERSITY
Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful honors
community members and organizations for
outstanding contributions to environmental
excellence. We are pleased and honored to be
the recipient of the IDEAL award for Diversity:
an award for an individual or organization that
fosters inclusion, collaboration and equal
opportunity. Joe Wilson, executive director,
states “Your work in active environmental
advocacy and commitment to the preservation
and protection of our land, water and air has
made River Revitalization Foundation the IDEAL
candidate for the Diversity award”. Celebrate
with us at the KGMB event!
IDEAL AWARDS GALA
Saturday, November 1, 2014
6:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Intercontinental Hotel Milwaukee
www.kgmb.org for information and tickets

Marcell McCoy, crew leader, gives a thumbs-up to the crew on the He-Rows She-Rows
maiden voyage.
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