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Form policies which enable the best remaining 
examples of natural vegetation and wildlife habitat to 
be protected from fragmentation or environmentally

destructive development and preserved for public enjoyment.

Establish partnerships between the public and private 
sectors, nonprofit organizations, and individual property owners

to acquire, develop, and manage land for public recreation and
preservation purposes.

Develop a Milwaukee River recreational and interpretive trail
corridor for bicycling, hiking, skiing, rowing, canoeing, and

wildlife observation.

Promote the Milwaukee River and potential 
economic opportunities associated with natural

and cultural resource preservation and 
recreational development.

Expand existing information and educational
efforts on resource conservation, pollution
control and recreational planning.

Reduce sediment delivery from construction 
site erosion and agricultural areas with enforced

erosion control ordinances in all communities, and
adherence to soil saving practices on farms.

Reduce bacterial and nutrient contamination of streams,
lakes, and groundwater from livestock operations, municipal

sewerage disposal and failing private septic systems, following
DNR approved best management practices as defined in the
Milwaukee River Basin Nonpoint Source Control Plans.

Clean-up existing and prevent toxic contamination of
waterways by controlling runoff and managing

stormwater quality.

Restore, protect, and manage natural resources for 
long-term preservation 

Increase riverine land dedicated to public use

Expand recreational opportunities and 
preserve existing cultural, historic, and 

recreational resources

Encourage diverse entrepreneurial activity that 
focuses on a clean river system

RRF
VISION

Message from the chair q The River Revitalization Foundation has

made great strides during the last two years. Since the publication of

The Riverway Plan (1991), our guiding document, and the creation of

the Foundation in 1994 to implement that plan, our years of work have

culminated in tangible results. We own land; we have successfully leveraged

funds specifically for the beerline bike trail and the east bank pedestrian

trail; the loop from Locust Street to North Avenue and back will be 

completed by the City’s pedestrian bridge over the North Avenue dam,

connecting not only the trails on both banks of the Milwaukee River, but

also the neighborhoods on each side of the river. Our ambition and vision

to create a continuous environmental corridor along the river with trails

and river overlooks, to bring people to the river, is becoming a reality!

Here is our biannual report to you, our supporters, colleagues and

friends. Thank you for contributing to our success.

—Raymond R. Krueger

PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mission q The River Revitalization Foundation was founded to establish a

parkway for public access, walkways, recreation and education, bordering the

Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic Rivers; to use the rivers to revitalize

surrounding neighborhoods; and to improve water quality.

The River Revitalization Foundation

advocates environmental conservation,

sound land use, public access, and 

sensitive recreation in metro Milwaukee’s

river watersheds.

Build consensus on riverway management

The Riverway Plan q “The Riverway Plan pertains to approximately 330 square miles of land along the mainstem and

east and west branches of the Milwaukee River from the Lake Michigan harbor to the headwaters in Fond du Lac County.

The Plan analyzes issues such as environmental quality, natural resource management, and economic development which

must be addressed if the Milwaukee River and adjoining lands are to be used for recreation, greenspace, or sensible develop-

ment.  The Plan also assesses the potential economic growth which would accompany the expansion of river-linked tourism,

and emphasizes the importance of educating the public about the river’s problems and potential.  Most importantly, it offers

six specific goals, 19 recommendations and 67 supporting actions to achieve the riverway vision.” (The Riverway Plan, 

executive summary excerpt).

The following goals and priority recommendations in the Riverway Plan are worth repeating — as they are the source of our

implementation efforts to create a continuous environmental corridor along the Milwaukee River.

GOALS

Improve environmental quality
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PROGRESSProgress Toward Our Goals
Greenway
Land Acquisition q On May 10, 2002, the River Revitalization Foundation (RRF) acquired its first

property, a nearly five-acre parcel along the west bank of the Milwaukee River. This parcel, an abandoned rail-

road right-of-way, connects to the south end of Gordon Park and continues to Wright Street. The Wisconsin

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) awarded the Foundation with a Knowles Nelson Stewardship grant

in the amount of $200,000 to cost share in this acquisition.  Acquiring and preserving this property for public

access and trails will help protect the river valley and create links between existing greenspace and County

parks from Locust Street to North Avenue. Additional properties, identified in a land protection plan, will be

sought to continue the greenway along the river to the Ozaukee County line.

Trails and connections
The Beerline Trail qMilwaukee County Parks Department has been awarded $320,000 from federal high-

way funds toward a $400,000 conversion of the Beerline right-of-way to a bike trail. The River Revitalization

Foundation is raising the 20% matching funds as the local sponsor, or $80,000. Milwaukee County will work

with RRF and local property owners to build this trail linking Gordon Park and Riverwest to Commerce

Street, connecting under the North Avenue bridge. This trail will help preserve the invaluable natural area

along the Milwaukee River north of North Avenue while providing links to

the adjacent neighborhoods, to the newly developing residential area south

of North Avenue, and to downtown.

Other enhancements near the area will include:

• A pedestrian bridge over the remnants of the North Avenue dam linking

Caesar’s Park and the west bank of the river at the dam. 

As part of the Beerline Tax Incremental District improvements, a bridge

will be built over the remnants of the North Avenue dam by the City of

Milwaukee. The Chicago based architectural firm of Holabird and Root

has been selected for their simple but elegant design for a pedestrian

bridge linking Caesar’s Park and the west bank of the river at the dam.

Expect to be able to stroll across this new link between neighborhoods

in the spring of 2004.

• An east bank trail connecting Caesar’s Park and the new pedestrian

bridge with Riverside Park and the Urban Ecology Center. 

Additional trails and links are being proposed by the Foundation in 

collaboration with the Urban Ecology Center, the City of Milwaukee

Department of City Development, the Milwaukee County Parks

Department, and the National Park Service Rivers and Trails. An east

bank trail would connect Caesar’s Park and the new pedestrian bridge

with Riverside Park and the Urban Ecology Center. The County Parks

Department has been awarded a $90,000 Wisconsin Coastal

Management grant for trail design and construction. This grant also

requires matching funds in excess of $125,000.
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Photos clockwise from above left: construction of the pedestrian bridge at the 
former North Avenue dam; Caesar’s Park, the east end of the new bridge; 

view of the land acquisition along the Milwaukee River.



EVENTSEarth Day q at Lakefront Brewery welcomed over 500 participants at our

1st and 2nd annual fundraising event. The celebration highlighted the

Foundation’s activities and funding needs, gained support from the com-

munity we impact, and recognized volunteers and donors who have been

instrumental in our progress. The 1st annual theme was “Stake Your Claim,”

the 2nd annual theme was “Benefit for the Beerline Trail.” In two years,

this event raised nearly $5,000.

National Trails Day q celebrated on June 7, 2003, highlighted the

Beerline Trail and loop from Locust to North and back. A group of hikers,

led by Vince Bushell, walked the two mile trail and learned about native

plants, the history of the area, and experienced first hand what improve-

ments are planned in this area of the Milwaukee River on both the east and

west banks. In 2004, we will be able to walk across the new pedestrian

bridge over the North Avenue dam!

Annual River Clean Up q This community event brings together 

volunteers to clean up and preserve Milwaukee’s waterways, while learning

the importance of watershed health and a good stewardship ethic.

Hundred of volunteers, under the direction of Friends of Milwaukee’s

Rivers, helped in revitalizing and preserving the quality of the Milwaukee

River and surrounding valley by picking up trash and discarded items

along the banks of the river. What a difference a day makes!

Eco Roundtable q 4th Street Forums at Turner Hall invited the 

public to hear and discuss water issues (May 2003). The topics included

Water, the Resource; Water, Air, Surface and Aquifer; Water, the Commodity;

Water, the Conflict and the Crisis; and Water, the Solution. RRF served on

the planning committee as part of 2003 Year of  Water public education

outreach plan. 
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EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

Photos top to bottom; Raejean Kanter from Potawatomi Foundation announces its
$50,000 grant to RRF and Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers; the Beerline Trail; volun-
teers help improve Milwaukee’s waterways during the annual River Clean Up.

“Take me to the River: Kids for Stewardship” project, funded in part by

the Environmental Protection Agency education grants program, involved

Milwaukee Public School students in field trips, art projects, and journal

writing about environmental topics surrounding the Milwaukee River. The

nine participating schools were: Elm Creative Arts, Fratney Elementary,

Gaenslen, Hartford Avenue School, Hawley Environmental, Golda Meir,

Milwaukee Education Center, Palmer Elementary, and Pierce Elementary.

The project impacted over 300 students during the 2002-03 school year. 

Student outcomes achieved: a) students exposed to the river will have an

appreciation and concern for its welfare as a natural resource, b) students

will be able to express their vision of the river through words and art, 

c) students will become aware of the injustice of concentrated urban pollution

and the location of their neighborhoods to those areas, d) students will be

aware of the career options available to them through contact with professionals

from the field by participation in this project. 

“Best Environmental Considerations Utilizing a Waterway” award at

the National Engineers Week Future City Competition sponsored by

Engineers and Scientists of Milwaukee. For the last three years, RRF has

awarded a middle school with a $250 environmental education grant at this

competition for 7th- and 8th-graders. Kewaskum Middle School won the

award in 2002, St. Leonard School in Muskego won in 2003, and St.

Eugene School in Fox Point won in 2004. Each school competed for the

award based on their conservation policies and protection of natural

resources (including a river or waterway) within their city design.

Above, two of the award-winning
projects MPS students created for

“Take me to the River.”



MECMilwaukee Environmental Consortium q The strategic alliance

between the River Revitalization Foundation and Friends of Milwaukee’s

Rivers, Milwaukee’s two river protection groups, has brought the two

organizations together to leverage staff and volunteer efforts for the rivers

of Milwaukee both through combined events and shared office space.  As

an outgrowth of our two groups’ desire to share office space, the

Milwaukee Environmental Consortium has been created to include a

larger group of environmental organizations that are combining efforts to

share space and ideas, and reduce costs.  These organizations include:

• Bicycle Federation of Wisconsin

• Citizens for a Better Environment 

• Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers

• Milwaukee Urban Gardens

• River Revitalization Foundation

• Sierra Club Great Waters Group

• The Park People

It is our collective vision that the Environmental Consortium will allow

for greater synergies and collaboration, as well as shared resources, with-

in Milwaukee’s environmental community.  We believe this is one of the

most exciting initiatives in Milwaukee’s environmental community, and

that its success will prove to be an example to other collaborative efforts

among small to mid-size non-profit organizations.  
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COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPSCollaborative Efforts qThe strength of an organization and the impact it has on the community can

be increased through partnerships and collaborations. The River Revitalization Foundation is involved

with the following groups, enhancing our mission for the improvement of the greater Milwaukee area.

qCommunity Open Space Partnership (COSP) steering committee, an initiative of the Urban Open

Space Foundation, whose main charge is the creation of the “Green Infrastructure for Tomorrow”

(GIFT) plan. Among the recognition components of COSP is the Green Ribbon award. At the COSP

Milwaukee Regional Forum, the Green Ribbon was awarded to several projects emphasizing “green”

planning. (ouropenspaces.org and usof.org)

qMilwaukee River Basin Partnership (MRBP), a coalition of organizations dedicated to improving the

watershed. RRF was a successful co-applicant with the Wisconsin DNR to the Wisconsin Coastal

Management Program for river monitoring projects (awarded $14,000). 

(clean-water.uwex.edu/milwaukee)

qMilwaukee County Conservation Coalition, an advocacy group of individuals, organizations, and

agencies formed to provide a unified and strong voice on land use, open space and conservation issues.

qThe Milwaukee County Conservation Coalition is a broad coalition of individuals, organizations, and

agencies concerned with land use, open space, and conservation issues. The partners are dedicated to

working together to advocate protection and proper management of open space and to supporting

each others’ open space goals and projects. (mmsd.com)

qStrategic Alliance with Friends of Milwaukee’s Rivers.

qCo-founder of the Milwaukee Environmental Consortium.

qGroundwork USA steering committee — successful proposal to create a local Groundwork project

site in Milwaukee (National Park Service). (groundworkmke.org)



FUNDINGFUNDING q

Leveraged public, state and federal sources

Wisconsin Department of Transportation TEA-21 $320,000

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Stewardship Fund $206,940

Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
Greenseams program conservation 
easement purchase $150,000

Wisconsin Coastal Management Program $  90,000

Environmental Protection Agency Region 5 $    9,865

DONORS

FINANCIALS

CORPORATE

Adell Corporation

Extendicare

Hurtado Consulting

Kodak American Greenways   
Awards Program

Natural Resource Technology

Skipper Marine

FOUNDATIONS

Argosy Foundation

Forest County Potawatomi 
Community Foundation

Godfrey Foundation

Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Franke Idea Fund

Walter and Olive Stiemke Fund

Nonprofit Management Fund

Grootemaat Foundation

Inbusch Foundation

Jos Johnson Charitable Trust

Kohl Charities

Lux Foundation

Maihaugen Foundation

Ortgiesen Foundation

Usinger Foundation

We Energies and the Wisconsin
Energy Corporation Foundation

Wisconsin Environmental 
Education Board

INDIVIDUALS

All the Riverwest residents who
contributed at the land and trail
fundraiser events! And:

Christopher Abele

Jim Barry

Lillian Boese

Cheri Briscoe

Robo Brumder

John Buechel

Cameron Cook

Rick Cozatt

Allen Duncan

Harry Franke

Kimberly Gleffe

Julie Gmeinder

David Gordon

Drs. Heiden, Stifter & Gapson

Christopher Jaekels

Ray Krueger

Grace La

Barry Mandel

Steve Mech

George Mosher

Jim Pittelkow

Gordon Ralph

August Renner

Richard Schmidt

Rozanne Screvin

Kevin Shafer

Katie Smith

Barbara Swamp

John Stilp

Frank Thometz

David Uihlein

Fritz Usinger

Victoria Wellens

Bob Zigman

Dan Zitomer

ORGANIZATIONS

Kiwanis Club of Milwaukee

Northeast Wisconsin 
Audubon Society 
Weatherfriend Land Fund

Rotary Club of Milwaukee

IN-KIND DONATIONS 
AND ASSISTANCE

Cook & Franke

CSA Philanthropy

Eggert Creative

Gathering Waters Conservancy

Groth Design Group

Lakefront Brewery

Mayes Wilson Associates

Margot Mazur Designs

Michael Best & Friedrich

Milwaukee County Parks

National Park Service 
Rivers and Trails

Riverwest Currents

Riverwest Neighborhood 
Association

The Conservation Fund

Fred Usinger, Inc.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION q

Revenue FY ’02 FY ’03

Corporations $    7,500 $    4,000

Foundations 70,150 80,050

Individuals 36,600 16,660

Events & Programs 15,340 5,865

Other (DNR) – 206,940

Total Revenue 129,590 313,515

Expenses FY ’02 FY ’03

Awards 290 250

Meetings 765 688

Events & Programs 6,080 2,420

Human Resources 60,900 68,180

Insurance 2,100 2,090

Interest on Mortgage 15,675 16,485

Licenses & Permits 35 25

Postage 1,030 950

Printing & Promotion 7,890 1,235

Professional Fees 7,000 10,930

Projects (Land & Trails) 17,960 7,450

Rent – 1,700

Repairs & Maintenance 360 530

Supplies 800 300

Telephone 1,570 1,450

Travel 1,500 1,670

Total Expenses 123,955 116,353

Balance $  5,635* $197,162*

* Not including mortgage payments for land purchase/ land as asset.
Audit available upon request.

Board of Directors q The River Revitalization Foundation board of

directors consists of members from the Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs of

Milwaukee as well as at-large members from the community. We thank

our volunteer board for their dedicated service over the last two years:

2002 2003

KIWANIS CLUB KIWANIS CLUB

Robert B. Brumder Robert B. Brumder

John D. Buechel John D. Buechel

Paul Callahan Richard Cozatt

Richard Cozatt James J.T. Pittelkow, Treasurer

James J.T. Pittelkow, Treasurer Steve Roberts

Richard L. Schmidt, Past Chair Richard L. Schmidt, Past Chair

Kevin Shafer Kevin Shafer

Frank B. Thometz Frank Thometz

ROTARY CLUB ROTARY CLUB

James T. Barry III James T. Barry III

Harry F. Franke Harry F. Franke

James E. Grootemaat James E. Grootemaat

Christopher J. Jaekels, Secretary Christopher J. Jaekels, Secretary

Frederick D. Usinger IV Dean Schultzbank

Gordon P. Ralph Frederick D. Usinger IV

James W. Wahner James W. Wahner

Victoria Wellens, Vice Chair Victoria Wellens, Vice Chair

AT LARGE AT LARGE

Christopher S. Abele, Vice Chair Christopher S. Abele, Vice Chair

Lillian Boese Cameron Cook

Cameron Cook Robert Karnauskas

James F. Drought Raymond R. Krueger, Chair

Robert Karnauskas Grace E. La

Raymond R. Krueger, Chair Robert Zigman

Grace E. La

Robert Zigman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, KIMBERLY A. GLEFFE

Cover photo courtesy of Mark Williams. 
Other photos courtesy of Vince Bushell and Kimberly Gleffe.

River Allies
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1845 N. Farwell Ave.  | Ste. 100
Milwaukee, WI  | 53202

414.271.8000
Fax 414.273.7293

riverfdn@hotmail.com
www.riverrevitalizationfoundation.org

River
Revitalization

F o u n d a t i o n


